Boat Tour(Ohori-meguri)
Feel the nostargic atmosphere
of the city

Welcome to Yanagawa boat tour in a row boat
(Donko-bune) going around a historic canal surrounding
Yanagawa Castle Ruin. The wide and narrow waterways
network forming a unique landscape of the water district
called "Suigo" is passing through the old castle's water
gate. Sometimes the boatman (Sendo) sings songs, and you
can enjoy the relaxing ride and beautiful surroundings.
You will forget the passing of time because of the
atmospheric beauty and calmly winding downstream. The
boat ride lasts for about 70 minutes and it is not necessary
to make reservations prior to boarding. However, by
reserving ahead of time, passengers can enjoy a meal of
the local cuisine such as steamed eel on the boat.
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1 View from the sky above Yanagawa
2 Boat tour, the main attraction of
Yanagawa / 3 Historic warehouse for
miso (bean paste) called "Namikura"
lines the canal / 4 Boat outfitted with
traditional kotatsu (table with comforter
to keep warmth) in winter
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Witness the His ory of Japan.®

Ohana is the former residence of the Tachibana family,
the feudal lords that once ruled over Yanagawa from
1620 to 1871 and was designated as the national site
of scenic beauty. The 5th feudal lord, Sadayoshi
Tachibana ordered construction of a villa on southwest
corner of Yanagawa Castel known as “Ohanabatake
(flower field)”. After that locals started to call the
residence as “Ohana"” in a friendly way.

During the Meiji period, The 14th Earl, Tomoharu
Tachibana made extensive new constructions of the
Western-style house (Seiyokan) and garden
(Shoto-en). The garden has rocks formed islands are
placed in the pond expressing an ocean. The
Tachibana Museum was located within the Ohana and
has 5000 fascinating collections including a national
treasure and is open to the public to know the culture
of Japanese feudal lord.

5 Panoramic view of Shoto-en / 6
Valuable collections of Tachibana
Family (Tachibana Museum) / 7
Portrait of Tadashige Tachibana /

8 Western—style house built as
Tachibana Family’s reception hall in
1910 / 9 Armor helmet /

10 Tachibana Museum houses
collections handed down within the
family through the last 400 years
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Sagemon Festival

In Japan, Hina dolls are displayed by the families
with girls to pray for safe growth of their children.

In Yanagawa, in addition to Hina dolls, colorful hunging
decoration "Sagemon" are displayed. "Sagemon Meguri"
(from Februaryll to April3 of every year) was
started in order to showcase beautiful "Sagemon" to the
visitors. Each display of "Sagemon" represents parents'
wishes for their girls to grow into beautiful, strong and

proud women.
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Yanagawa Hospital
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Yanagawa is known for
its natural hot springs
containing sodium,
hydrogen carbonate and
chloride - effective in
relieving various pains in
nerves, muscles and
joints as well as recovery

from fatigue

Convenience Store

Oidemesse Yanagawa (Regionally Specialty shop)
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Convenience store
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(?) Yanagawa City
Tourist Information Center

"Yanagawa City tourist information center" provides
everything you need to know about sightseeing in
Yanagawa. Located in Okinohata area with a panoramic
view of the old castle

town.
http://www.yanagawa-
net.com/

35 Okinohata-machi,
Yanagawa City

TEL (0944)74-0891
FAX (0944)72-9013

This thatched roof building, located at the west end of the old castle town in
Ondo-machi area, was built in the style of tea ceremony arbor during
Kansei era (1789 - 1800) as a retirement house for samurais in Yanagawa.
Its garden, designated as a National Scenic Sight, provides quaint
atmosphere with a pond which draws water from the canal. The interior
displays fashion of the Edo period and literary taste including a door with a
carving of Li Bai’s poem "Dokushaku."
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Old Toshima Villa and Garden

Birthplace of Hakushu Kitahara
and memorial museum

Hakushu Kitahara(1885-1942) was a poet and a writer
of children's songs. He left behind many amazing works
even his life has ups and downs. His songs such as
"Karatachi no hana" or "Machibouke" has been sung by
a great many people over generations. He is also known
as first translator of "Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes".
The townscape of the old castle town of Yanagawa was
well loved by him and he wrote " Yanagawa is the
origin of my works" in his posthumous writings. His
house has been open to public as "The birthplace of
Hakushu Kitahara" and memorial museum, which is
also located at the site, exhibits materials related to
Hakushu.
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