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Ohana is the former residence of the Tachibana family, 
the feudal lords that once ruled over Yanagawa from 
1620 to 1871 and was designated as the national site 
of scenic beauty. The 5th feudal lord, Sadayoshi 
Tachibana ordered construction of a villa on southwest 
corner of Yanagawa Castel known as ‘’Ohanabatake 
(flower field)’’. After that locals started to call the 
residence as “Ohana'' in a friendly way.

During the Meiji period, The 14th Earl, Tomoharu 
Tachibana made extensive new constructions of the 
Western-style house (Seiyokan) and garden 
(Shoto-en). The garden has rocks formed islands are 
placed in the pond expressing an ocean. The 
Tachibana Museum was located within the Ohana and 
has 5000 fascinating collections including a national 
treasure and is open to the public to know the culture 
of Japanese feudal lord.
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(from February11 to April3 of every year)

Hakushu Kitahara(1885-1942) was a poet and a writer 
of children's songs. He left behind many amazing works 
even his life has ups and downs. His songs such as 
''Karatachi no hana'' or ''Machibouke'' has been sung by 
a great many people over generations. He is also known 
as first translator of ''Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes''. 
The townscape of the old castle town of Yanagawa was 
well loved by him and he wrote '' Yanagawa is the 
origin of my works'' in his posthumous writings. His 
house has been open to public as ''The birthplace of 
Hakushu Kitahara'' and memorial museum, which is 
also located at the site, exhibits materials related to 
Hakushu.
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